ISSN 0268-778X

THE COLONEL

Number 75 Summer 2004

CONTENTS

Editorial - 2

AGM report - 4

The Missing Link - 9

Setting the Record
Straight - 16

Jackson's Jottings - 20

THE JOURNAL OF THE COLONEL STEPHENS SOCIETY
FOR ENTHUSIASTS OF THE LIGHT AND NARROW GAUGE
RAILWAYS OF COLONEL HOLMAN F. STEPHENS




2 THE OHLONEL TS

Editorial: NEW DRIVER, SAME CAB

WITH considerable rrepida-
ticn § fake aver the vegularor of The
Colanel frow Steplen Heanetgton
i fues decicded to step do from
ihe foarplare afier five vears. He hox
eleveloped the jowrnal both in ap-
Pearanee gl comlens lo 18 presem
state s o moddel of s kind, Oy
sociely owes hin a debs of graviiede
witich was expressed eloguently ar
the AGM fin Apeid,

We are fortinase that, despire
being forced to give up the pogt by
Hhre demands of @ new dey-tine Jab,
Stephen has agreed fo vemain a3
Secretary amd aysime the role af the
lergevarcant post of Pablicity Offi-

[

As Srephiow sated in ey fast editorial.
ay pablicetion of this Lind 15 only as
poad ax dhe mierial comribatied, so
please keep e material coming.

T hope ven like the consise thar
FIGEES W 1S Iisie, ncirding the
report o Mark Youge's falk on the
resurgent RVR, Lawrie Cookiev's
attempd fo ' Ket the Record Siraight
aned the extract from the full repor
by the Sourhern Raitway on the
HM&EST. FeadBook will te very
welcae,

Please forgive me if 1 falser in my
affend o five wp the kigh standards
af the previous occupant of the deiv.
ftig xear,

Fogs Shimmon
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Ein-cic!:z News
Membership up for fourth year,
cash also up, AGM hears

M.EMBEE‘SH”' of the Jociety hand ine
creased for the foieth vear inoa row, Do
Powell, e Socien’s Membership Secrenary
reparted toeothe AGM feld @ the Vime Jini,
Teaterdden i April. Membersliip nean stawats o
275, vomymared fo 2062 azr vear.

Tire nreering arracted 25 members, After
e Dusiness wae answered, ther wees rearad
o freeinmting tald by Mark Yonge sa the
aissing ok feivween Bodione ard Baberis-
brtidpe, o4 repory of his rald Beging or page
L Members el ewfoved o tip s the
F&ESR sor Bodiaw and hack. O sheie retuen
theey wve esatsd By fhe Cofone? Stephers
Mrexewm foa preview of raow wewly disoor-
e Petiee News oie faorgoe of one of e
Faora reviloars making a ip from Hegdoorn ra
Boderrshidpe wived 0 was aew. The videa
Wil steortly hecomie pavr of (e meMsouRYS
Pidilic di gl

Chur onie asreds g wleo increased by jus
over one ransengd pormids, Ili'\.-n'.'.l'.\u Beraiie
wifarised danarions fod mar per raken place.
Mg Biedl, tregsarer, was revertheless moved
ter et i Qs repai? dar Saciery “remaiie
fir o amvang Gianciol position wiich may well

Blue plaque for the
Colonel?

A proposal made @ tha AGM fix a
hlue plague 10 be ploced at the site of the
foonper West Sussex Tramway slalzon a
Chichester wos rised at the Society's AGM
i April, Menbership Secreiry David Pow-
el saicl that it was “n brillinne iden”™, I wes
agreed 1o parsae the proposal, =

e be Iy .'m',sjuf.' fraf e calaney, B is whir T
feel memhers e roogee” Silldcrfpmion pates
wre frozem fonr e fiether year
Sreplven Hawningron srepyred donn s Edi-

rar., Teihine wis paned b s five vear femee af
the post durieg which The Colomel bas gore
Fromy greerprh o s, Sromien was por-
sudded vo conriaig o Secrerary and 1o ke
o e Toong-vaieim piess of Frodsliciny efficer.,

A full repaer af e AGM Pravemdings s
o e d .

STOP PRESS

Strewsbury gift poes alead

The Socicty's committes hns nuthors
ol o second payment ol E250F towiards
the restoration of the former S&ME
f'illrewtlmr_'.' Abhey  Forepate  stution,
Secretary Stephen Hanndngton reeelved
news (hal the Boroogh Cowncil  had
agreed lo Ffund 50% of the estimated cost
of repuiring the bollding, The building
will be used fo ereate o Hailway Visitor
Centre om the ald station site, The com-
mittee was authorised by the AGM to
ke e donation, «

Notes for contributors
ComEribwtions to Thie Oodomel are nlwnys
weboomes, Please send them o the Editor at
the mddress shown on page 2, They may
b b 1lbe fiorn of @ Weed documen sent as
fan el attschment, or o oppy disc, oca
12, Thase still in the steam age may send
theny a5 & typescripl or manscripl—hbut
please wrile legibly, Phoos, gither in 2lec-
tronl form or tradiisoaal pant, are alse
weleome, b please eosure They ane copa:

hle of repreduction. «
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AGM 2004 : editor steps down,
more donations agreed

The meeting v chaired by
nmbership secretary David Powell, ae ke
abaence of 1he claimman, Derek Smithe These
minwes were lnken by Slephen |']i'|l|:'|i:'|;_i[l.'l:'lu

1b  Apologies Tor absenee: Nigel Bind,
Hezlen Bren, Ian Dack, Richard Jones,
Bobern Kosmider, Ron Mang, Derek
Smuath wwd Les Speal

2 Actions from the previows AlaM:

Riwders: Siephen Hannington reprted
that mo peogress sl boen made inore-
ardering binders for Ty Colonel, Bul posin-
il vo potion the mater,

(hpestiommaire;  Sieant Marshall pe-
portes] that o progress sl been mede on
ihiis pn_'lj:rl—l;u commpile a cemtoal hs af ar-
chive muvtersal beld by members—either, B
wolthd be Fodlowed wp Taler.

Dipareeticars;  The commanee b dis-
bused the £200 sanctioned By the provions
AGM as follows: 250 wwards the reslor-
tiom of the planct diesel on ihe Flestiniog
Railwnys and L2500 geewands the refurbash-
meat of the former 3&ME stadion building 21
Albey Focegate, Sluewsbary,

31 Committee Reporls
i Deved Engink war amable s aremd

River Rother
changes course

According e Phoeis the journal
of the Kother Valley Hailvay Supporters
Asaocialion, the viver Rather has scoured
out wround L feet of railway land and hos
Just started to eat inbe the embankimnent. A
meeling with the Environment Mim:r Wi
arranged ol which it was pointed oot that
It was the railway™s responsibilily 1o recon-

beoause af transpars difffendies. He seni the
Sfollaatng wrilten regond wirielt wag repd o
af fhe wievriag: "Once again [am pleased 10
repurl anather successlul year for our soci-
crv. Our membership is right wp, This muos
e aid sl year. The Pots phasto collection
[zcquired by Jon Clarke as reported in recent
Cedonels] is mostimporizal. Very linle s
knpeen aboul 1he PS&ENWIR before the
Coborz] ook over,  Thonks must go o Joo,
whio sy 1w way, was our first editor in the
eirly days of the sockely.

“Which hrings me o say how soery 1 am o
learn that Ssephen Honmingtoa is 10 siad
deswen A 1his AGM. Sinee [ nsked him bo take
over a5 editior some sears ago, the eurnal
bhos  pone from sirengily i sirength. | ani
plesed Lo ko 1hal we have o wolunteer
b wermelel Dike 1 b the editee.

FAGM pepary cairtinnees o gage 12

Brakevam
ridiss
spom i
Raberis-
hridge?
Hew poge
|11

comstruct the river bank. As this is in a
stretch of line slated for carly reapeaing,
it {5 hoped te get started an this major, bal

prexpected  work  later  this
“hopefully before winter sets in,”

Mlennwhile the BV i I’.‘tl"‘!ﬂli{
vertising for & Vidunteer Operating Man-
ager. 'I%li- pust ewrries responsibility i‘u:-r'
Sall train woekings. safe operotion ol the
railway and the health and safety of train
crew aiud maintenance staff.” «

yoar,
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News

KESR ‘loses’ a Terrier

“S uttﬂ'n ”. the Brightom Terrier used on the firss main of e re-opened KE&SE in

1974 has wransfesved ve il Spa Vallew, based ot Tunbridge Wells, According to feritage
Riitwery magnzine, its new ovners plan b have i i seam Gee o D-year period. Fermedy
2650 “Whirechapel™, the engine was once carmarksd 10 be exhibited in the civie centre il
Sutton 1o ok the cole of the sailway in developing the wan. Bur bwas loaned o the KESR
and hns Intdedy been an immokile exhibit ol Tenlerden Station.

The Kent & East Sussex has two other Tamiers: number 3 "Bodiam™ 0 genuine KESR
enging, which is carrently in wosks il 32678 “Kaowle”, camendly [n service.»

Fairlie boilers found
in Burry Port

CGwendraeth Rallway Society members
Finwe: Freaznd twan starlard gange donhle Foirlie

bealers i Burey Porl. Ove of the batlers b
hzlieved 1o belong 1o an enrly locemalive

bruiln b b Fabrlbe Commpaiy in 1839, Origi-

mitlly mamned Fiameer, ot Laler renamed
Honmnaraeer, it became the Biarry Part amd
Ciwendrasth Rablway®s fiest new engine
Avcording Lo a repart i the June issoe of
Heviiage Raibazvs, 1he GRS members were
carrying o g survey of the anen when they
fomrel the bealers fornning & sloem waker cul-
vart beneath ooroad in the lown,

RECT modelled in G

Thve Raifway Modeller recently fentured
artickes by Jishn Golding describang Lhe
oostrustion af the Rye & Camber Tram-
way petrol locomotive and the Bagnall
ganich, Bath vehicles were comslmcied
alusas emtirely in plistic card. Mr. Gold-
ing’s next prisiect is the tramway oo
pany's other congh, the Rother Tromwork”s
carceage. Thisse models are procursors o
the authe's “madn project” ol medellmg
the R&ECT station i Rye. The moedels are
1 120 scale, using o tmck gage of 45
. The artiches appeaed infbe Maorch
el My issues of the magazine., #

THE ROTHER
VALLEY
RAILWAY

REBUILDING THE K&ESR FROM
ROBERTSBRIDGE TO BODIAM

Visitor centre apen Sundays and Bank
Holidays 950 1o 17.00 {or dusk if ears
lber)

Robertshridge sation, East Sussex
THE2 500
For membership, ehephone: 1580
RELRAA, po 1o
swar el oo uk
o write to: RVESA, 575 New Hythe
Lane, Larkhield, Kent ME#) GRY
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The Southern Railway’s report on
the Hundred of Manhood and Selsey
Tramways Company Limited

Robert Kosnifder s sidwrined o capy
of sthe erive regort on e HWST conyiled fy
e Senitteerre Roiiway ie 1934, The firsd ex-
et apgaears el

1. History and Legal Status

The Hudred of Wanheod and Selsey
Teamways Company wis regisiercd ps @ lim-
ped Lability company i 1E96 with noail
chare capaiad of £12,000: it was prooied
Targely by Lol interest and the fisst subscrit-
ere therein, with the exception of Colooel
Steplens the Engineer, were all residents in
SussEi.

It s wnderssoeel bt e Lewes lom of
Estate Asents, Messrs, Powell & Cromgany,
secured the Tane far the line between Chighes-
er ansd Seleey by private weaty and alio nego-
tiated the crosamng of the public highway a1
several places with tle County Couneil.

Although there s a poovision i the
mremecandum of Asseetation of the Company
i the effect e awbocity is given “To apgly
fee, promote amd obgin any Act of Parlia-
ment, Provisional Order or lipense of the
Board of Trade or eaher aubedty for enabling
the Company 1o carry any of ils chjects inlo
effeer”, Wwrg is rwe knowledge that any such
authority lis cver been obtaived by the Hun-
dlried] of Flanhood and Selssy Tramways Com-
pany Limited, and opparecaly aperalinas com-
menced in 1SET without any legal stus znd
fave costinaed 1o the present Hme excepl in
o far as hey may be apered by the Wt
Susses Bailway certificate, referred 10 below.

In DRSS iy incresse of share capital from
£12 000 tep E1RBIKD was anthenized bt ol 1his
gl 2,400 pemens unissned. A the
pommencerent Debaniures at 4% amounting
t £7.000 were wsucd omd a morigage of
£ 1O s obLainedd o cerin property 4

Seley. Between 1911 and 1924 a fusther
£5.000 of Debentures wene issued ol 5%
and cwing 1o the impossibility of redemp-
fion those previously dssued in dee course
wers taised 10 3 112%

Irt dige eoprse Colomel Stephens became
the Chaimgn o, the Limiied  Liability
Company sl steps were apparcmly taken
1o gz the Tramway some legal sibs.
With this tn view a vertificate wler the
Railway Construction Facilities Act 18564
was secured from (he Minkstry of Trans-
poarl, the order beiag koo 6 the West
Susses Railway Certificate 1924 (Statiary
Eule and Ouder 1924 Mo, 925), This Cer-
wlcate anthieised daer affe the following
|1|_'|1.1'|.'r:1:-

gy The mcorporation of o Staluory
Company knoam s West Susses Railway
Company, of which L1, Col. Stephens, &

Nigel Bixd
Books

RAILWAY BOOKS
RARE, OUT OF PRINT,
SECONDHAND AND NEW
BOUGHT, SOLD AND SEARCHED
FOR

SARE for carvent catalogue b
Migeed Bird (Hooks)
Rrynhir, Linynygroes, Tregaron,
Ceredigion 5¥25 6'Y
Tel: QIO R2128] Faw: 0974 821548
Exmerfs i gef b Gooksivingit. te
Website: v nigelbiedhooke ok
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SR report on the HM&ST, continued

Mesars, Heory Bates e Luther Clayton,
already disecaogs of the Tramway Compsany,
wwere b he the Dirst dicectors,

(b The constrection of o rilway on the
lines of the Sclsey Tromwiys  BIaes
Chichester and Selsay.

(] The purchass by the Wes Sussex
Company ab’ the exising andenaking by 1l
Trasyway Company, tometler with any debis
andl Biabilities,

Under this oeder regulaiions were mace
regarding the crassing of twe public msls 2
varions places and ihe maxinanm asle load
ol speed. [ forther emposened the West

“It appears thai the ex-
penditure in obfaining the

West Sussex certificate, was
borne by Col. Stephens out
of his private resources.”

Sussex Railway Company to amter intg
agreemend with the Sonthern Rallway com-
pony with gegard 1o the pe-comstructioe,
wirking and management of e line, On
and after ihe appainied <date the clsarges o
e madie by 1he Wesd Sussex Company wierne
o b determied By b Railway Baotes To-
Bunal,

Al an Exrapedinary General Meetisg of
the Hulred of Manbood and Selsey Tram-
ways Company Limiled held on LTth De-
cember 1923, the order which was oot nsde
by the Minisiey until Lsih July 1924,
appeoved, and the directees of e Tramseay
Crogany were empowersd e make soch
afpangements for camying Out the poresrs
gramted by the cerificats a they boaght fit
This resoluion wis confirmed af o furler
Exiraondinay General Mesiing held on Znd
January 1924,

Oy the revams rendered by the Trimway
Compony b the Regigear o Somerset
House am flem “Lighi Railway Order—
£18], Bs ML” appemed as an nssel ael in

spepessive years (his ilem was increased until
if stonl an E453, 95 4 fn (925, R s ander-
gqocdd that the amount refers e expendinne
incirred in conneciion with proposed exien-
sion b Patelin and Bogrer ani alse Wincr-
aiig bt the Order was never ssucd, It appeans
that the expesdige i cbigining the Wes)

Bussex certificnle, whicl 5 oot a light Raal-

wiry oreler, was barme by Col. Stephens ool of

hiis priviibe resouno.

Thaugh e nominal capital of The Wt
Susses Ballway Company under this certifi-
cale was D45000, only £130 las ever been
ssued, and this is hald equally by Mr. Aasien,
B, Lastber Clagptairapd the exscutces of Mr,
Macveagh, The provisions of the agreement
af 1928 have nevier been carmied out, v ac-
comding o Section 22 of the Railway Con-
atruction Fugililes Act 1RG4 the cemificawe
expirer] exeepd as o so much of the railway as
wats then completed, 5 vears after the dae of
commengement.  Although, of course, the
miatier is ong for the Selicnor e decikle, it
does appear that ihere arises a soong pre-
summplicn that the Teamway company is oper-
ating witleun any siaes whatsgever.  The
decision of the Railway Raes Trikunal (5.8,
& 0 1929 Mo, 148 referred w0 Jier s, how-
ever, somEwla a1 vaniancs with ths veew.,

2. Topography

The prircipal Ftares of the lng, in-

clling all public roed crossings ane sel ool

hereander, with fhe approsine disiance

frean Chichestier shewn ot the Lel,

M. O Chiclsester, The Selsey trm staon
is sitmatied ol oz south of the Soulb-
ern Railway coal yard. I consisis of
te prssenger station wiih rumeroond
focilities mui alao a goods siling.
Thene 15 a connection 10 1he South-
ern Bailway, aiwd other sidings serv-
ing Messrs, Sadlers amd certain il
COMpAnies lenancies (see section 7,
Froen  Clichester the luwe curves
sharply in a southerly  dirsciion
(radivs 6 chaoins) el crossgs o
voonpetien rosd leading b Messs,
Sadlers, feonfinned mi mext page §
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SR report on the HM&ST, continued

8. Steckbridps Rood Crossing. This s
O A0 p public o) earrying appreciable
praffic, From this point the e mns i
a dircetbon pamllel e the ey of
Chichester Canal, unlil il crosses il 21
fhe drawhridge.
| 51 Capal Drawbidge, Tl cannl which
i thie progerty of 12 City his c2ased
o be used for commencial purposes.
Al o potnn further down the cal the
Coonty Council have recently abol-
ishisd o pogel hridge and subsiiued
therefre an cmbinkment with cul-
verts for the water: ther sooms 1w
rensene why this courss should vt be
el lepweed kil Uhe Trinmsay,

6 Hunston. The main public rond foom
Chichester to Selsey is crossed bers,
and on ke south of the crossing there
is 1 station aml siding. The statkon s
at the south end of 1be village,

rme Privite Halt Siuli
These were prowaded s [sul consids
crations in the comeyancs of lund for
Tl Iramwiny-

0 Chalder Siation and Siding. The vil-
lage of Hillesham is really o two
parts, and Chalter Station, which is
mamed after an adjpcent [, serves
the nopth part of the village,  This
aalion i5 within 144 mile of Si
dlesham Clharch md aboal 13 miks
frenn the main road from wlkicls access
10 fhe staiben is obtataed by the pri-
vare farm read, s wser being covered
by am agreement the Tramway Com-
pany paying L2 per aai,

{Ju]

3

37 Ch rm Privgie Sisding, Pro-
vidhed when the line was baili.

& Ml Halt gl Put i

4 75 Sidleshom, Ftton, siding, Crossing

place and public read crossing. The

M

-1

. station is in a good position to
serve the south port of the vil-
lage.  Berween Sidlesham and
Ferry e ling skirs Pagham
Harbour, being caifed [ oo
pection: cessifrncted] onam £m-
bankment constructed afier the
sed breach in 19010

54 Ferry. Hali, siding and public
rond crossing over main Chich-
ester-Selsey road.

53 Goedf Club Hali,

7 Selsey Bridge. The miin Selsey
roud croeses the hne by means
af an overbridge.  There is o
halt, the ballast pit of the Com-
pany and a private siding serv-
ing the Trojan Brick Works,

tatiom, This s
sitmuted about 12 mile from the
cene of he wem, 12 mile
from the East beach and fully |
mile from the West Beach, The
Loco. Depod i here , and the
yard holds approximately S0
Wil e,

40 End of line. The line originally
proceeded for another 1/2 mile
in an easterly direction 10 Selsey
Beach Station but abour 1912
the line berween Selsey and
Selsey beach ceussd oo be
worked and was sold.

ﬂ:fm Jront the SR report on
the HM&ST in the next issue.
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THE MISSING LINK -
WILL IT BE RE-BUILT?

Mark Yonge's fascinating post-AGM talk lo meutbers on plans fo restore the line
between Bodian and Robertshridge, reported by Stephen Hannington and Ross
Shimmon, His talk was illustrated by 61 slides, some of which are reproduced

Trere with permussion.

M:I't‘i'i. Wempe began by declaring thit
his 1alk would not be “about faded histaric
documerts—imperiant Sougl they ars™ bul
phant the restorstion of o complews Colonel
Steplens Bailway; Wb Rother Valley Rail-
way, 10woubd be the fulfilmes of a personal
dream b restore e Lok to the main Bz @
Robenisteidze, It wos an excaling time oo
ihe RVR becawse it seemed thal il was now
fensible, but it would amount to Building
inich of the line from serach, Mark distrib-
e photocepies of plas of the Tine from
ihe KE&SE headshun just beyood Bodiam
(piciuredd om owr cover) to Robertsbridge,
sheewing U Jared oowrers.

a—
“We could restore the halt at
Salehurst if the demand was

there™

The wack bed from Bodiam o Lidiam
Farm is 1o ke eebuilt “ihis summer”. Al-
fhoangly most of the track bl was sill i
place, it had been ploughed back inte field
immediniely beyomd Bodian and 2 other
places, Funher irack bed elearancss wonld
be completed next wister. Pant of the irack
hed still bas sleepars in sitw, some of them
stogl sheepers from the Elbam Valley lme.
Bridee 2370, dating from 1947, remains
imtact ansd i good condition and is profbly
re-usahle, The remains of the eriginal RVE
bridge girders still lie by the side of the Irack
bed, where 1wy were probably dumped

whin it was being rebuilt, Nearby are fenos
posts made from oeigina] BVR hal-reund
slegpers

Mark urgg-.l‘un?iﬂhﬂi whey wislwed 10 see
iz track bed for themselves o respect the
awners” Tasd and o pvoid discussion of
plas 1o restore the lioe, becauss delicats
nepedistions were in hand, D may be neces-
sary 1o huild a shoet diversion ab one paint 1
avidd an are where the aniginnl e fois
thresgh what is now a landscaped ponden.

Robersbibdae is 7 big problem area L
fsling” - which was poamed oal by lhe
ingpectar when the lne wos fist opensd,
Mesotintiows bave taken place with the Fn-
virommeni Agency and engineers.  Mew
fland defences have been bublt oway (oo
the railwzy. Mark believes that i@ would be
pessible o omel under the bypess, which
he would prefer 10 a level crossing.  Pul @
woigled e the mast expensive and difficuli

Canfinued o mer mage B
RVR's Mark Yonge addres
AGHM
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peart of the re-instaement. It is possible ta
e by-pass will become o dual carriageway,
in which case the o tmmel woukl have Lo 2o
pider the ol and wp & | i 30 bank, bl as
Slagk snick “iba™s wathin the ruling grodbent
ol Lhe railway.”

The BVE has henght Reberishridzge sa-
tiom el el ke firsy haltmule of irnck bed.
A three-way poinl has been recovered fnom a
former pos wieks sive now geeopled by ike
tillermoum Dome. The RYE s geiting a Jof
of suppern From Jeeal people for tilying up
fhe sile and fenovations, Mereork Rail sl
pwns the bridees on this section, bl the
Compy 8 awailing the outcome of negelia-
s, A bt pew bridge consinagied by
Sopthern Water in comseClion witle new
Mood prevention warks o the area s in

“The first bridge out of Roberts-
beidge is a nightmare™

Right: An original RVR chair and
sleeper, near the treeck hed.

Befow; Bridge givders still in place.
Photos: Mark Yonge

ploce, bt there ore several others ower a
pelnlively shoo distance owtside  Eobers-
hridge stafien, The so-called “fiest bridge’
aul of Robensbrides is o “nighimace” and
financinl support s requized w0 cebuild 1150
(hat brke vin rides can be opesated as so00
s possible, These need to be run & the
Robertshiidge end of the line by 2007 ad by
10 at the Besbinn end o fuldzl legal e
quiremens.

Mark concluded his falk by annoancing
that the BVE plans to baild o new Colonel
Stephens style station 21 Roberishridge vather
tlezan vse the by platform, curemby in wse as
an engipeers’ siding. Eventually this may
form part of 3 oan-rood. @

Nigel Bixrd
Books

RAILWAY BOOKS
RARE, OUT OF PRINT,
SECOND-HAND AND NEW
BOUGHT, SOLD
AND SEARCHED FOR

SAE for corrent catalogue
Migel Bird (lEoaks)
Brynhir, Liwynygroes, Tregaron,
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DISPATCHES L..cr e

Enclosed are two anicles from last

week's Shrewsbiry Clronicle [3nd Jure

2004) re: 1lve Pouts Railway Trust. The oun eo e

prespect of restoration is clearly raising

the peofile of 1he S&M. wilness the recent

appearimee on 1wo local websites: | ‘ o“I d h I

A

www.shropshireroots.org.uk e

Shropshire Archives resource for

1eachers and pupils. “The Abbey station™ dr|ve ru I lw
is a topic used 1o illustrate “Traspoet and

oommunication” in Shropshire,

www.bbe.co.uk/shropshire! 'rUS' forw ard

BBC local website, In the “History™ sec-

tion is “The ratlway that refused o die” l A NEW heriage group will link up with youngst
by Leslie Oppitz Quite a Rull, itlustrated | 3 ther lounch a sueber of mjlxtfh} rckfudleﬁ.
histary of the line. Modern pictures of | gat in the railway history ulp he tawn,

remaining slruclures ane featured as well ; The&um‘ebunﬁﬂ'&m'}imlx;e Trust, established |
as archive photos, | JFor, wiea s6€ up to praserve the own's hetilage

Phil Scoggins, Shrewsbury.,

Full steam ahead
on station project

THE FIRST step to restoring
Shrewsbury’s old Abbey Station
has been taken after several trees
growing in the crumbling relic Letters to the editor should be
were chopped down. sent to the address on page 2
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AGM 2004: Full
Report from Tenterden

Chairman’s repart, continiied from
page 4=

“0yr Treasurer, Migel Bind, continess 10
dn a1 first class job looking after funds.
Membership Secretary David Powell is
doing a wonderful job, with our meem-
bership going up all the time.

“The ex-54MR wooden jib crme has
ot been moved o il new site at the
Cookham Pumping Staticn. In Shrews-
bury we have the Abbey staTion project.
The old S&M railway staion building
s been saved from the bulidozer and is
1o be rebuilt at a cost of £120,000, of
which the council will make o grant of
£R01,000, The Test is to be raised by the
Shrewsbury Ruilway Herilage Trust on a
pound-for-pound basis.,

“1 must mention local Counciller Mansel
Willigms who has done so much to get
this off the ground, and also many oth-
ers, including myself.

“David Powell s reparted how signifi-
cant the Colonel-relited Thomas Ward-
Gireen papers are to our socicty, 1 would
like 1o pay tibute to the work carried out
by Stuart Marshall, cur urchivist, on this
and for printing The Celael.

o] ko i 2004 wall be o good yer
for our socicty, Thank you all for the
help during the year. [ am willing 1o
stand for re-glection as chairman,”
Treasurer Nigel Bird was unable to
attend beeause of brsiness commmil
wments. He sent the following writfen
report, whicl was read out ot thee medi=
Ing:

#
“The Sociely remains

in a strong financial
position, which may
well not be in the spirit
of the Colonel.”

“(Ipce again | am delighted to report
sulstantial progress within the society.
Both subscription ingome and donations
fose substantially in the past year. This
has once agibn enabled s o make do-
nations 10 “worthy causes': £250 10 the
Aahover Railway diesel [the Planct re-
ferred 1o above] based at the Festiniog
Railway; and a further £250 15 "set
aside” for the Shrewsbury Abbey st
tion project when called for by The resto-
Fation group.

“The Sociery remains in a strong tman-
cial position which may well not be i
the spirit of the Colonel, but is what 1
feel rmembers like o see.

[ am sorry that, due to business coni-
pitments, | am unable o atend this
year's AGHL Plesse nocepl my apolo-
pies, 1 am happy to stand for re-
election,”

The Treasurer had prepaved o balance
sheet which was disiributed af the
weeting and is reproduced on page 9.
Diavid Powell added “a very big thank
you'” to those who had made donalions
o the society, which had risen from
£419 1pst vear to E591 this year, He
clarified that his personal £xpenses
listed in the accounts were mainly for
postage, envelopes and address labels
for mailing The Colanel, ®
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Maouehers
wail far
AiM
Prpceed-
iyt
hegin

Phato;
Rpsy
Shimmon

Regarding requests for subseri prions 1o
ber el by crechin eards, David explained
that Migel's pructice is te keep Colonel
Hephens Sociery finances entirely =epi-
vare from his own book-selling business.
This means than, although Migel Bird
Books can accept credit cord paviments,
this Fucthity 15 nol available o the soci-
ety, We could, he said, set up our own
arrangemenis, but this woald ineur over-
head costs, such as the commission pay-
whle tex the credin cand company.
Mentbership Secretary

Dravid Poswell began by (hanking a1l
these whee hiad sent their best wishes asa
result of his absenos from last vear's
AGM becaess e had “his near-side
main bearing re-metalled, o reference o
his recent and entirely successful hip
operation, Membership had increased
fioe the fourth vear in a row. The head-
line figure (overall membership) siood
it 275, compared o 262 last year, in-

yeir, mcluding 234 full members (241
last year).

A% i previous years', he sud, “the
volatility in membership continues io
give e some headsches inrying to
firecast the print numbers for The Calo-
ded, bul this 1s & problem we are ready
lo entertain,”

Dravid placed on record the Society’s
condolences 1o the family and frewds of
Footan Pendioll, whao had passed wawiy
last year. Significam sources of new
members, David reported, included our
weh site, membership brochures and
o stand an the Warley Matiemal hMaodel
Ruilway Exbulbarion @ the Birmingham
MEC.  Dravid thanked newcomers
Keith Patrick and Bob Taylor for their
help an this show, as well as “hardened
stalwarts” David Greensill, Les Spran
andd Med Williams, He appealed to
rembers 10 rencw promptly.

{eortineed ou ekl page B |
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AGM report {cominwed froni page 13
“Chising thase having ‘senior momenls” 15
still & sipgnificant lask. Last Chyistmas, 44
memibirs bisd 10 besthastorsd”, of whom 23
resprialed in some way, Sadly, Tenow al
least v af my discontinued members, iF mi
mee, will probably be reneaing in e LT
future, And they will szl expect the full
vear's back Bsnes of The Caforel.”

| I conclusion, Devid reeinded ibe meel-
g that be hed the Society's display boards
amid “several husdred” copies of the Soo-
eiy's promatiomal broclure, copies of which
were harded out, He added: “May Dhank
mw Fellow commmties members for theis help
avsl wsderstanading oover the last 12 meaihs. 1
am willing to stad for re-clection,”

Feitear

Hiephen Hanningen expressed has ragrets
a1 having teoresigr as editor cue tothe Dme
commitments of his new caseer a5 a college
lectumer. He expressed his gratitude o 2l
thrse whe bad contribated o The Colone!
e Ehee years neel invited members b ooan
Limue 10 provide such suppon Doe s succes-
SO0

Altlsugh several people ksl volunisened
for the past, anly one candidabe was sknsling
fior electiom: Foss Shimmon. Stephen none-
theless hanked these whi i come Gerwand
For their expression of good will.

Srepben said that be was willing o remain
as Secrelary oo w stad for the vacand posl
of Publiciiy Cificer, promising 10 make oo
siructivie use of the outstanding pubdicity
et of £150 saecaioned by the 2001
AN

The meeting passed  foemal wobe of
thariks e Stephen for his coniribution 2o the
Bociely as editer of The Coloned? for the last
five years.

41 Election of officers

Dinvid Powell proposed that the commites
b eleeied g bioe as edlows:

Chairman: David Powell; Treasurers Nigel
Bird: Membership Secretary: David Fow-

ell: Editors Boss Shimmen: Seceetary aml
Publicity Officer: Stephen Hanningtoo
Archivist: Stuart Marshall,

This proposal was accepled asd passed by
the mzsting wnmsimmously. [
51 Bulscriptions

It was agreed o maks e chinge.

) Donations to related organisations
Stepluen Hanningion expressed los willing- |
fesss 10 conlinue to adainister this side of the
Socielys activities, The meeiing ones again
werezd in Favour of a donations fund of £300
£ be dishursad at the commities's discretion
1o suitable conservation znd preservation
projects.

Suggestions for recipients includesds pos-
sible plans by the East Kent Railway 1o ne-
bkl the *camping e’ & Shepherdswell;
the restoration of an ex-WHER Baffe car by
WHE {Poctlmades): & project to sebuald a
fal F-mile of trck ke beyond Bedizan oo the
K&FESR; and he restoration of a Baldwin
4607 by the WHE (Fonhmasdog).

Funher furling ol up 1o £250 s 1o be el
aside for poteniial use by e Colonel
Stephens Museum 10 acquine ariefacts. The
musenm can bid for the meaeey inorelation 1o
specific proposed acquisifions os nesds arise,
Grating of Fands will be atthe discration of
the Seciely’s comimiibes.

71 Any vther business

Video: Hillside Widleos was belivved 1o be
il preparing s promissd teo-lape pack-
age of colone] Stephens marerinl, Relermng
Lo Elie Seciety's invedvement, Davicd Poveell
saidd: “Witlwit new mterial, e is oo
point in [the society] producing the video,
15 not a dead duck; ' gust on the hack
purner” Laurie Cooksey mentioned (he
expstence of ahoat 30 seoonds of foctage of
the Sheflex rilear on e Selsey Tramway,
E-Group: Roben Kosmider had offersd to
sl up an e-growps a fcility for members 1o
exchange enails on Coleoel-infrmation
related topics nppording 10 an putharising
‘mailing Nst'. frviniineed an pape 5
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AGNM peport contiauaed

Thas would allow members W0 exchange
infoematicn on Colooel-relabed bepics more
quickly than via the pages of The Cofonel,
Furlher discussions with Roberl will ensie.

Ward-Gireen betters: Diovid Poswzll bes
iranscribed b porion of this archive 1ha
| conasts of letters from the Great Man him-
[ zelf, whese handwriting David described as
“ibsolulely  lethal™,  Pholooepies of the
documents were provided for J.I'I:‘\.Il'.l:l.'[i'."'ll. al
the meeting,  Elecuomie copies ol e trin-

can be supplied by David on request,

AGM 25 Migel Bind neporied 1ha
member Mark Bladwell hos offered 10 ar-
rimpe next ymar's AGM a0 Brisiol Temple
Mends), including an outing w0 mace the
remaing of the Westen Clevedon & Porns-
| hezed Railway “probably an an old bas” The
| mizeting approved s propogal and sel the
[ date for Saturdny 22 April 2005,

Mameplates:  Les Dagbyshine seporied
| that the Historeal Model Railway Sociely
| s ot B tlve Sociely o small selection
[of dmm zcale giched nomeplates for S&ME
| oovner”s plates, 10 vou are aterested, stake
yonr clim via the secretary, Stephen Hon-
mington (ackiress on pape 25,

Al this poim David Powell dectaned e
meeting closed,

Right: 55 members wail to board the
Irain for Bodineer Pholto:Ross Shin-
Rlan

SCrapdrons, aviilable as 0 Wind Y7 decwment, S

£ St B AR

Above: Roberishridge station,
K&ESR hay platform, currently in
use as an Engineers' siding,

Pleato: Mark Yonge

| THEROTHER VALLEY RAILWAY

Bobershodpe stabon, Fast Sussex TNA2 510G

f REBUILDING THE K&ESR FROM ROBERTSBRIDGE TO BODIAM

Visitor contre open Sundays and Bank Helidays 920 6o 1700 (or dusk il earlier)
For membership, ielephone: OL3ED B8R IEA3, go o mowrrotheralopradisn oot
or write to: RVESA, 375 Kew Hythe Lane, Larkfeld, Kent ME20 6RY
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. RVR Bridge
. from Mark
. Yonge's 1alk
4 ar the AGM

A small number of
LE&EME looo name-
plbes is puailable
from the Secre-
0 tory, in return far
:.? a donation to C55
i1 lunds First come,
first servel!

Setting the Record Straight

Laurie Cooksey begins a new serics
i wiicl B seis o fe correct e des
cewe on same Calonel Stephens lines.
Comervdfions frowe ot members in
tiee interests of Bisterical arowvacy o
vl

Over e VEATS, ANY inaccurale repors
have been written in bocks and magazines of
1l mauyy amd waried rallasys in which Colo-
nel Siephens bowd an inerest 1 feel s b
should e the duty of this Soviety 10 pul
these neconls straghl 10 provide a8 accurnie
an nesunt a5 s possible of the Greal Man
anl hig sk, Wathin oue nembership thene
ATT MmNy expem s o0 thelr oan [avourite
limes), avd T would like 1o suggest that these
members Tulp o set the reconds straight™ in
A series of amticles nimed 24 doisg just 1hal
Laking one publication an o time. This series

should in no way be intended 1o be-linle
ihe work of ethess, but 1o help prevent
future suthors from Galling into the waps
inadvertently laid by others. New infor-
mation will, from e 1o me, come o
light, and the pages of this joumal sheuald
b whiere the records can be corrected.

The Ryve & Camber Tramway

1 shiouald Bk 1o stant the ball rolling with
The Kve & Comher Troppagy, compilad by
Coldin Fuclge, publislsed by ihe Oakaood Press
in 1993, beginming willy the plebars captians,
On page 4, a piciure of the ewmhns o Rye is
said b have heen aken “just before the opan-
ing'. However, the evidence 8 that it dares
after, but witkun & few months of the apening
on Satemday 13h July LB93. A sash window
leas been added 1o the sile of il booking
ulTice and (oompase with the lower photo an
poge 121 0 waler fiak
reontinaed our page {7 *)
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Ofrain page 1G] Pl wilh rain wader from
the statieo building guners, has been sited
hehind ibe latiice fonoe.

The Raitkber Irecmwork® carriage is refermed
o any e s (he “lones coach™ see for
cxample the capibog o the epper phidn m
page 12 In all my researches, [ lave found
no reference 1o this carage being described
as sueh. 85 member Richard Jones, preat
granchson of EP.5, Jones, the proprszior of
the Bother Tromwoerks, non, incidentilly, ihe
“main cirpenter” o5 described on page 13,
lns newer wrd of this title.

Reaber dsan being on “enrly view™, b
bwer photagraph on page 12 s the earliest
1 v e, 0 wes Gken at phbous 12 noon
v opening day, prior 10 Condher amd he
solitary Bngnall cardage making 2 helaed
trial eip 1 Camber amed bock. The Yo
min zcting as driver stnding on the Ballas
alomgside e loommtive is said to be none
ciler than William Henry Awsten, This i
the omly picture iha 1 have seen Eacing
towards Camber. “Mote that all the win-
dovws have Been remeved from the seoond
class section of the caniage, no dealq be-
eause of the hot wether.” As deliversd the
seoond class podion was complstely open
above the walst as shown, By March 1806,
vty windlpacs mounted on @ smzle wouden
]1:Il'|3| had been supplizd iprobably by Bag-
mallh. It coubd be belied o the roof suppois
between e waist and the conwails of the
cenlre sagtion of exch side in inclement
weather. Similarly sized sections of planked
porezlling were wsed 1o block of the rempin-
der ol Wl carringe sides; see the upger pie-
tere oo page 12 Esch ol these four sections
v per side) s held i place by six
bolis, 5o they were easily and quickly re-
moved in good weatlers.

The eomaductie shown on page P (upper)
is mosl definitely mot Percy Sheppan. as be
tlich pt bexgin working for the wanvway
company undil his 7 birthday on dib

August 1914, The yoang man pictused is mone
likely b be Charles Tharcher, whose carcer
erwled abropdly when he Gell from e moving
tram swhilss b collected fares on Bib Octoher
LHYE.

The “dejected gemrd™ i b upper phatos
eraply om page 21 is probably Frederick
Sheppard, vounger brotber of Percy, oking
over s diees wlhen he lefi o serve in ihe
Fowal Mavy,

The caption 1w e picture = pege 22
stk “MNaote the caminge shed had not been
oisirmcted b 1his time.” This refers to fhe
large shed comstruckad in 1922 over the 15900
samd siding . The mypiresance of all che oll-
ing stock was caivsed” ont here ol the shed
Tiyed hest to the open wagens and (he pelsol
loce when it amived in 1924 The original
carfiage shed Dad been built plongside e
enging shed in 1896,

The pewol locomedive, in contrast o the
l:|l:5{'1'|plrm in the caplion, is shown in earier
comdition in the Iower plotograph on page 34
comnpangd with the upper soe I can be dased
toe. L9,

The upper photograph on rege 25 shows
the pedrod lecomative mois 1933 coodition.
Gieoege Wrallen Titer confirmed that i was he
who removed the coul beass-rimmed spacin-
cle glasses from the out-of-seavios Vickoia
ared ficed them v the petrol locomalive,

On page 26: “The Bamall coach sill has
Lhe balcenies ob ediber end ad the “loies®
ceach just one in this view”  Hlowever, the
Eolser Iremwecks coringe always had coly
cne boloony, ar the Bye end of tlse vehicle,
The dsearrect description of he “two-read
carriage shed” has alieady been nsentioned,
The view doies froen MEh Apeal FHER e
191 The pledograph on poge 28 is o
Blown-np porticn of e previous prense
T repenl sbated that an omiside running
boand wars provided for the comducior o 1aks
Fares whilst the train was nanning,

{eourtisired on wext page &)
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Jackson’s Jottings
Contimed fromn pege 20

WS receivership

Westem [sic] Cleveden & Partishead Light
Railwis Company. The company’s soliciior
snidl b bl been instowsed 1o submit 1 the
msking of e appointioent, and lis Lordship
ikl tlve ceker, appoeinting the chairman of
he pompimy receiver and ounsager. &

Setting the Record Straight
Contisered frov pope 17

hui niv evidence or photographs show 1his,”
With the delivery of 1he Eother Inomworks
cacrigs  al Easter, DEML a contimpus
wisglen Foothoand ses added o be platfornm
srle of both carriages, so that the coonducior
wis able 10 codleel Tares whilst the wanm was
i megion. To help him keep his foaling on
this precarions perch, @ beass haisdeall was
fitled nhove the windows Lo the cantrail of
cneh carvinge, e the pictures 200 and 29 oy
ey Five Bve & Combier Trammvay: A Center-
ary Mistary, pablished by the Plaeway Press
in 1495 Picture 30 s also shown, colour-
enhanced on the cover of Jadge, “However,
a handrabl 15 eviadent, but it has been reminesd
in this view.” O fane, Bl 'u.'il:'u]}' davs, @
whide cnnvns screen wonld be atlached 16 b
cgrieiy westeniy skde of carriage, held in place
by thees luwskes dan Lhae conitrai], witly the lower
edpe fied fiv n mil Ewosihinds o the way up
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e side, which ran the length of the seoond
cliss compartnenl s costern side, away
from the prevailing winds sould e lei
open. Wiile a new windoew, replocing the
fixed original oo gither sicks of the fird cliss
compartent, adjoining the paritien easy
Eezinag, Gutved o 1905, 1k afore-menticoed il
o0 the western side of the body was mowid
alang the carriage, so that the canvas scresn
prowilexl some sheller or Dzl class passen-
gers a8 well. This photograph shows the
lugs thit heldl the rail alaing sith the emgpo-
rary rail, replecing the arigingl hooks on the
cinsdrail. Mesd b the partition e the seeend
chass compammem are the two fxed wio-
chwws on their single panel, whilst the (s
penmutenily Bped sash windows, lwoo per
sichy, repluced the “woeden™ windows at b
Rove erdd of the carringe ¢, 1907,

The cagiicn 1o the photegraph of the apen

possenger wagons on pagge A @yss b
atyle af seans and opening deors in the sifes
in these vehicles oo the platform side oaly)
cam b clenrly seen, Howewer, there wenz nd
doors fined o these wagans—they were
apen. Photegraph 104 o my book shaas (he
ATANESENL,
The phcto on Page 31 {lower) is hardly o
rarg one a5 claimed a5 this is o blesneup
section of the photo of Camber, the originnl
carriage ol these two open wagons bl
appeared in Peter Harding's excelbant luitle
bk let el in my boeak a5 welle Laurie
Cooksey continnes fo 'Set fhe Record
Stealght' in ihe next issne.

THE ROTHER VALLEY RAILWAY

Rolcrisbridee staton, Fast Sussex TNEZ 3D
REBUILDING THE K&ESR FROM ROBERTSBRIDGE TO BODIAM

Visttor centre open Sumnidays and Bank Holidays .30 o L7000 o dusk il earlier)
For membership, welephone: 01380 851835, g o wwmrathenaloireiivavones
or write to: KVIRSA, 375 Wew Hyvile Lane, Larkficld, Kemt ME2D 6RY
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Jackson’s Jottings

Potts makes progress

Cheris Jackson browses Hrrough more clippings from the Railway Gazetie

July 30 1909:

Reviving a Ierelict Raflway.

Abol two years age the Light Bail Comais-
siomers gave Eheir spaction 10 he re-opening
i<l working ns a light railway of certain
paris of b old Sleewshury, Poterics &
Morth Wales Railway, which bad been dee
lict For 2% years, Urkler the tilke *Shropshire
& Montgomeryshire Light Railway”, ihe
scheme hins now been medified and con-
firmed by the Beard of Trade, and seens o
I 2 gind chince of Beling camded ol
The estimmed cosl of putting the line in order
and providing rolling stock is £32,000, and
i of Tk focal auiharities have been given
poser o subscribe t the axtent of £3,750,
Anihe guarterly meeting Inst Saturclay, the
Shropshine Coumty Couneil voded £2,000 of
Llis arwaent, f be hamded over o il peo
mivders whean the line is passed by the Beasd
of Traghe as 00 Tor ernffic,

e busteny of the old line is remarlabls
Twelve Acts aof Parliament, dating from
[B62, arz coneensed witl it, and it was not
unal ISR that (he Board of Trade cedeved it
i bz closed dinthe muerests of public salizy,
Th trenstiom was o builsd a line from Soke-
ant=Trenl fo Sheewsbary véa Market Dirigton,
ilwence ooa junetca with the Combeinn Bail-
wiss al Llanymmymech, thence 1o Llanybled-
wel nnd acrass the Welsh Lills 1o Bala, Fes-
tinkeg aitd Partmaoe on the Cardigon Bay
coast, Bt only TR miles of “nean™ e were
conslrucled = fram Ehr{:w::l_'i_lr'r.' in
Llanyraymech — and tlnee branclies — Kinner-
bey 1o Criggion, B milas, Llanymsmech fo
Llanyhloddwal, 2 % miles, and & spur line o

conmiel with the London & Noh Wesiem
and Gt Wiestern joint line at Shrewsbary,
All these lives were consimcied, and, exoept
Tor the spur ling, were put inte operatio.
These are the milways which are expected 1o
toke & iew bease of life ns light railways,
Meaanadiile, fiereis alee eicoiraging news
Tian rave of the Coldonel” s oober profeces:
July 16 1909: Light Railway Order.
The Baoard of Trade kas comfirmed ihe oecler
mack L'I_'-' thi Light Rail Crommissioners
aulbuising the reconsiruction and working
oz 0 light ratlasay ol certain pests of 1he Bomy
Foel & Gwendrazih Valkey Bailway, in the
Ccounty of Carminriben.

October § 1909: Plymouth, Devonport
& 5. W, Junction Railway,

Civoss receipts for the past half year show a
small ircrease o 1he oain line, dee 1o the
seldlitiomal traffic arising o be company’s
light milway and passing o e the main line.
The netoal main Hise receipls show tha
g:h‘-.h tratlic has been slationary, whilst pas-
senier b i has follen off. The directoes
reconiend & dividensd a8 the rate of | per
ceinl pesdn s fas coampared with 2 4 per
cenl L the First holf of [908), carrying for-
ward £1,350

And owe grep ercbagnds:

Cretaber 29 1010 Light Railway Receiver-
sluig

In the Chancery Division on Twesdsy, My
Justice Joyee heard the petition of a judgs-
el creditor for £888 19 94 for ihe ap-
poiniment of a receiver and manager, under
1he Ealleay Companies Act. 1867, of the
{eoniinued on page I8 )




